TUNKHANNOCK BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Mid-Month Meeting
October 16, 2024


President Ben Barziloski called the Monthly Meeting of the Tunkhannock Borough Council to order in the Borough Building, 126 Warren Street, Tunkhannock, PA at 12:00 p.m.  He led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  
  
Present were: Mayor Stacy Huber; Council Members: Ben Barziloski, Tabitha Holliday, Linda Hulslander, Charles Mead, David Wiggins and Borough Manager Dawn Welch. Absent: Glenda Shoemaker and Lisa Tesluk. 
Others present were:  Chief Keith Carpenter, Susann Barziloski, Marshall Davis, and Roger Hadsall.
A moment of silence was held for Robert Robinson.
On motion by David Wiggins, seconded by Charles Mead, move to appoint Susann Barziloski to complete Robert Robinson's term for Council Ward 1. Motion carried unanimously.
Mayor Huber swore in Susann Barziloski.
Public Privilege of the Floor:   N/A
The Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED) approved a grant in the amount of $27,000.00 for Tunkhannock Borough Phase 1 project. Strategic Management Program Plan (STMP).

On motion by David Wiggins, seconded by Charles Mead, move to have Dawn Welch e-signature for approval. Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Charles Mead, seconded by Tabitha Holliday, move to adopt the Sexual and Discriminatory Harassment Policy and Procedures. Motion carried unanimously.

President Barziloski read the response below from Attorney Ed Neyhart regarding the MOU between the Borough, County, and TBMA.
Attorney Stinnett: I have received your recent communication to my client. The project which is the subject of the ICA is a mutually beneficial endeavor. The goal of this project is to create a stormwater system which is owned and operated by the Borough and a sanitary sewer system which is owned and operated by the Municipal Authority. At the present time, there is a section of the two systems which is conjoined and the project proposes to separate this small portion of the systems which serve the County building. The proposed improvements to the stormwater system are extensive. The Borough currently has control of the existing stormwater system and the roads of the Borough where the new stormwater lines are to be located. In addition, the Borough is the responsible municipal body for the roads which contain the present and proposed collection system for the sanitary sewer system operated by the Municipal Authority.  The MOU in Section II H specifies that the administration of the Project by the Municipal Authority is defined as work being performed on the sanitary sewer system. This is a rational scope of work to be administered by the Municipal Authority as it corresponds to their interests in the Project. In your communication, you indicate that there were concessions made to the Borough when the MOU was drafted. I would definitively state that there were no concessions made. The revisions to the MOU were made to clarify the respective responsibilities of the parties and the realities of existing legal rights and obligations of the participants. I would also point out that if the Municipal Authority did exercise a contractual duty of supervision over the entire project, then it would legally assume liability for any deficiencies in the project and should agree to defend and indemnify the Borough against any and all third-party claims which arise as a result of the project. However, if both parties assume responsibility for their respective portions of the project, this is not necessary. The Borough remains committed to the completion of this project. If you have any additional proposals for the ICA, the Borough will continue to work with the Municipal Authority to move forward with the project.
Council Privilege of the Floor:  N/A

On motion by David Wiggins, seconded by Charles Mead, move to adjourn the meeting at 12:14 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted,

Dawn Welch, 
Borough Manager 






